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Founded by Florence Kamahoro Goulet 
and her husband Roger Goulet of Carlisle, 
Massachusetts, the Stella-Rosie Founda-
tion transforms the lives of Ugandan youth 
growing up in poverty by providing the best 
possible education for them.  Since many 
of the Stella-Rosie scholars are orphans, 
they are also boarded and engaged during 
school holidays, and given school supplies, 
uniforms and other necessities.

The seeds of the SRF were planted years ago 
when Florence, a native Ugandan, learned 
that her brother had died.  
Knowing that his young children faced a 
life of poverty without a good education, 

One of the original SRF scholars, Gidion is shown here teaching younger SRF kids about indigenous plants that 
can help cure minor ailments, during a break from their formal classes.  Read more about Gidion inside.

The caliber of education in public high 
schools is low in a poor country like Ugan-
da. 
This is where the Stella-Rosie Foundation 
comes in.  We cannot change this inherent-
ly unjust system, but we can bend it toward 
fairness by transforming young lives indi-
vidually. Using a network of public school 
administrators, and following the word-of-
mouth leads common in rural societies like 
western Uganda, we identify exceptional 
orphans and children of poor single-parent 
families who are motivated to learn.  We 
connect these deserving kids with good 
schools where they can realize their poten-
tial, and support them until they graduate. 

Florence took on the challenge of get-
ting them into good schools and support-
ing them.  Soon other promising but poor 
children joined them and the mission ex-
panded, eventually becoming the current 
non-profit foundation. 

HOW STELLA-ROSIE HELPS 
Like many countries, Uganda winnows out 
all but the ‘brightest’ children for secondary 
and university education.  Those who are 
not among the top 1% or 2% in their dis-
tricts when they finish elementary school 
will have little chance of making it to a 
high-quality private high school, and none 
if their parents cannot support them. 

THE STELL A-ROSIE FOUNDAT ION 



New to the Stella-Rosie Foundation, Beata is one of the youngest of 
six children in a very poor family.  Her father is dead, her mother and 
siblings are uneducated. The family subsists by working with their 
hands, scraping together a living from the land.  Because the intense 
poverty of her home life required her to work from an early age, and 
because the family could not afford school supplies, Beata has never 
been to school.  Nonetheless, she has managed to learn to read and to 
write her name.  An inquisitive child with a sharp mind, she is very 
keen to learn.  When her mother became ill, she brought Beata to 
SRF to ask for help.  We seek a sponsor who will allow us to expand 
our mission to include this promising little girl. To say that Beata will 
be very grateful for the opportunity to get an education is an under-
statement; her excitement at the prospect knows no bounds.

Dorothy is an ongoing SRF success story.  Now in her second year of 
high school, she studies diligently and works very hard.  Dorothy is 
very aware that her education simply wouldn’t be happening without 
the opportunity she has been given, and she is deeply grateful for 
all that SRF has done for her.  A natural leader, she likes to organize 
activities for younger SRF scholars and help them with their studies.  
She loves books, and spends every available moment reading.  Her 
goal in life is to someday become a lawyer.  We are seeking a sponsor 
who can help her pursue that dream by finishing high school and 
continuing her education in a university.

Becoming a sponsor for a needy child in Uganda can be a life-altering experience for both the child and the sponsor.  This special 
program creates not only ongoing financial support but a lasting friendship.  In addition to tuition in a good school, which in-
cludes room and board, sponsorship covers school supplies, complete uniforms including shoes, backpacks, and transportation 
to and from Kampala and Kisoro between school terms.  For your commitment to one of these poor but promising children, 
you will receive handwritten letters, photos, and updates on a regular basis.  More importantly, you’ll have the undying gratitude 
of a child who knows full well the value of your commitment.  There is little in this life that can match the joy of watching as a 
young life blossoms in the sunlight of a good education - this joy can be yours.

Sponsorship can be arranged individually, with family members, with a group of friends, or with a church group.  Like any other 
contribution, sponsorship may be handled through a recurring donation to the Network for Good if you so desire. The Network 
for Good is a nonprofit, donor advised fund (tax ID 68-0480736), which will process and distribute your donation in entirety to 
the Stella-Rosie Foundation.  You will receive an email reminder before each recurring donation, as well as a confirmation and 
receipt for tax purposes when each transaction is completed.  For more information, visit the website:  
http://stella-rosiefoundation.org/

The youngest of eight children, Rhona is a sweet child with a big heart.  No one in her family 
has ever had the chance to go to school; poverty has prevented them from even consider-
ing possibilities beyond repeating the very patterns that perpetuate poverty.  The prospect for 
Rhona, if she remains uneducated, is to marry young and spend her short life working in fields 
with a succession of babies strapped to her back.  Yet Florence describes this child as “destined 
for something beyond village life” - she is very smart and very curious, with a deep desire for 
knowledge.  With a SRF sponsor, Rhona may become the first in her family to break out of the 
cycle of hopelessness and reach her full potential through education.

SPONSOR A STELLA-ROSIE SCHOLAR  
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Uganda’s Southwestern Mountains
View from SRF’s house in Kisoro: a banana plantation and the ancient volcano Mt. Muhabura.
Mt. Muhabura, the most prominent of the 
Mufumbira Mountains, is part of the Virun-
ga chain of volcanos, and home to the rare 
mountain gorilla.  Tourists are drawn to Kiso-
ro, a simple town of about 20,000 near the 
Rwandan border in southwestern Uganda, be-
cause of its proximity to the Mgahinga Gorilla 
National Park. Here the high terrain makes 
for a climate that is much cooler than most 
of tropical Uganda (which lies on the Equa-
tor).  In spring and fall, it is generally rainy, 
while the winter and summer months are the 
dry seasons.  The Stella-Rosie scholars spend 
their 2-month winter holiday at the house in 
Kisoro.

DONATIONS:  Because our officers and directors are all volunteers, every 
dollar contributed goes to direct support for children.  Visit us online at 
www.stella-rosiefoundation.org and donate. 

LAPTOPS:  When you upgrade your computer, please consider donating 
your functional used laptop to SRF.  Contact us at info@stella-rosiefounda-
tion.org to make the arrangements.

AMAZON SMILE:  When shopping Amazon, go to http://smile.amazon.
com/  Designate The Stella-Rosie Foundation, Inc. as recipient, then always 
shop “Amazon Smile” instead of simply “Amazon”.  Pricings will remain the 
same, and 0.5% of each purchase will be donated by Amazon to the desig-
nated recipient.

But the reality of life for poor people in a 
poor country is never far away.  The Stella-
Rosie Foundation no longer pays school 
fees for Gidion, but he still needs a place to 
live, which is now with Florence’s sister in 
Kampala; and because he needs to save eve-
ry shilling, SRF continues to support him 
with money for local transportation.

When Gidion finishes university, he hopes 
to help the Stella-Rosie Foundation estab-
lish a school for upcoming SRF scholars 
in Kisoro, a long-standing dream of our 
founder.  We’ll talk more about this dream 
in coming newsletters. 

GIDION’S STORY
Florence decided to back him.  She got him 
into a local private high school where he 
repeated a year, swept the board in the na-
tional exams in math and science, and won 
a government scholarship to a provincial 
university.  He was due to graduate in June 
2013, but Makarere, the national university, 
was so eager to get him as a science lectur-
er that they blew off the provincial college 
(“All you have left is a paper? Write it and 
mail it to them!”) and dragged him to Kam-
pala for the fall 2013 term.  In return for 
teaching biology to undergraduates, Gidion 
gets a three-year scholarship in biomedical 
engineering. Oh, and a high school biology 
textbook that he originally wrote in long-
hand is about to be published! 
 

Gidion was an orphan boy whom Flor-
ence met when he was painting her house 
in Uganda.  She was impressed with his 
English, which he had learned from read-
ing discarded newspapers. In 2009, back in 
the US, she found out from her sister that 
the mandatory national exams had placed 
Gidion as the number one scholar in all of 
Uganda!  But when she later approached 
him to ask about his college plans, he hung 
his head and mumbled that he had no col-
lege plans. As it turned out, the local school 
he attended, lacking science and lab facili-
ties, had failed him; he, in turn, had failed 
his science exams. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP



Our Mission
The Stella-Rosie Foundation identifies orphans 
and children of single-parent families in Uganda 
who are motivated to learn but who lack the mon-
ey to get into good schools where they can real-
ize their potential.  We then get them into those 
schools and support them until they graduate.
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